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BIG BIRTHDAY GALA FOR THE LITTLE STEAM RAILWAY

The biggest train gala of the year celebrates 478 years of birthdays at award-winning
Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway in the heart of the Western Lake District from Saturday 4-
Monday 6 May. With a fantastic series of special events visitors will have the chance to
experience the full fleet of dinky trains, go on a short tour of the Murthwaite Crushing Plant,
celebrate the centenary of Katie leaving the Railway and get on the footplate with Driver for
a Fiver.

Highlights of the gala events include;

e Four engines celebrate big birthdays; River Irt (125yrs), Whillan Beck (90yrs),
Perkins (90yrs), Shelagh of Eskdale (50yrs)

e Arare chance to travel on atrain hauled by Katie, the Ravenglass Railway
Museum's engine. Commemorating 100 years since she left the railway Katie will
take a special two coach train to Murthwaite for a guided tour of the stone crushing
plant, a site usually inaccessible to the public on Saturday 4 and haul two trains to
Dalegarth Sunday 5.

e The Bug from the Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway returns after 25 years since
its last visit at the ‘guest of honour’

¢ On the evening of Saturday 4 May there will be a photographic opportunity to snap
the various locomotives around the shed and station at Ravenglass. This is free to
attend for everyone

e Many of the trains will be ‘double-headed’ with an engine front and back. On
Saturday afternoon at 15.50 the train will hauled by The Bug and Whillan Beck, both
built by Krauss of Munich in Germany. This is first time they have ever met, despite
both being built in the same place in the 1920s!

o Extra special three engine trains will run on on Sunday 5 May at 15:50 with River
Mite, River Esk & Whillan Beck and Monday 6 May at 15:50 The Bug, River Irt &
Northern Rock

e Driver for A Fiver — the chance to hop on the footplate and experience the thrill of
driving a steam engine with an experienced train driver on Monday 6 May.

There will be six steam locomotives in operation from the home fleet (River Irt, River Esk,
River Mite, Northern Rock, Whillan Beck and Katie), plus one visiting locomotive (The Bug)
and two diesels (Douglas Ferreira and Lady Wakefield) and Cyril will be in action as the
shunting locomotive. The two diesel locomotives celebrating significant birthdays; Perkins
and Shelagh of Eskdale, are undergoing restoration so will not take part in the proceedings.



Certain specific trains will only run on particular days, as outlined below. There will be a
16mm gauge model railway on display in the Railway Museum at Ravenglass Station, and
museum locos Synolda and Little Giant will be on display at the workshop entrance.

This series of events will give visitors of all ages as well has train enthusiasts plenty to get
excited about and photo opportunities a plenty. Come and celebrate the timeless magic of
steam and locomotion in one of the stunning landscapes in Britain.

Martin Cookman, General Manager says, This is the most exciting event in the Ravenglass
& Eskdale Railway calendar a real treat for all ages and rail enthusiasts alike. We are
delighted to have the prestigious visiting engine The Bug on loan from Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway and excited about Katie going out on her grand tour around England.’
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Photos

High resolution versions can be downloaded here:
www.dropbox.com/sh/3rdk27gxnjin7bkd/AABccdkOMYg8-y3NDXzRyalLa?dI=0
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¢ River Irt at Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway. Photo by David Mart
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¢ Whillan Beck on the line at Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway. Photo David Mart.


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3rdk27qxnjn7bkd/AABccdkQMYg8-y3NDXzRyalLa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3rdk27qxnjn7bkd/AABccdkQMYg8-y3NDXzRyalLa?dl=0

¢ Symolda and The Bug at Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway.

NOTES TO EDITORS

For more information, photos or to arrange a press visit please contact: Sorcha Hunter
PR & Content Executive | shunter@cumbriatourism.org | 07398 255654

Events listings

Date: Saturday 4 May 2019

Time: 10:00 and 14:00

Event: Murthwaite Tour

Price: £10 per person. Railway Preservation Society Members £5
Book: https://ravenglass-railway.co.uk/events/event.php?id=166

Date: Sunday 5 May 2019

Time: 10.00, 14.10

Event: Big Birthday Gala - Katie Centenary Train

Price: £20 per person (tickets include general travel on the railway) Passengers who already
have tickets for general travel on the railway can upgrade to include this train by paying the
difference.

Book: https://ravenglass-railway.co.uk/events/event.php?id=153

Date: Monday 6 May 2019

Time: Running across the day

Event: Driver for A Fiver

Price: £5

Book: On the day at the station, requires a valid driving licence
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Train timetable and Roster**

TIME / SATURDAY 4th SUNDAY 5th MONDAY 6t

DAY
09.25 Diesel TBC Diesel TBC Diesel TBC
10.00 Katie (to Murthwaite) Katie (to Dalegarth)
10.25 River Mite & River Esk Northern Rock River Mite & Northern Rock
10.45 The Bug The Bug The Bug
11.25 Whillan Beck & River Esk & River Irt Whillan Beck & River Irt

Northern Rock
12.10 Douglas Ferreira & Diesel TBC River Esk
Lady Wakefield
12.50 River Mite & River Irt River Mite & Whillan Beck River Mite
13.30 The Bug The Bug The Bug
13.50 River Esk & Whillan River Esk & Northern Northern Rock & River Irt
Beck Rock
14.10 Katie (to Murthwaite) Katie (to Dalegarth)
14.50 Northern Rock River Irt River Esk
15.30 River Irt The Bug Whillan Beck
15.50 The Bug & Whillan Beck River Mite, River Esk & The Bug, River Irt &
Whillan Beck Northern Rock
16.50 Diesel TBC Diesel TBC Diesel TBC
17.30 Photography Evening in
Ravenglass until 19.45
18.30 Whillan Beck & River Irt
return at 20.00

**Details correct at the time of issue, may be subject to change please check at the station

on the day.

Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway is a family-owned business operating a heritage, narrow
gauge steam railway on the Western Coast of the Lake District. The railway is surrounded by
stunning views and walks and is based in Ravenglass, the only coastal village in the Lake
District National Park. The business’s awards include a Silver Green Tourism award, British
Coach Travel Award Heritage Railway 2019, Cumbria Tourism’s 2015 Large Visitor
Attraction of the Year award among many others. www.ravenglass-railway.co.uk
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